
The I.lonorable Condolwzza Rice 
Secretory of State 
'United Sates Department of State 
220 1 C Saeet, 'N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

The Honorable Michael Chertoff 
Secretary of Homeland Security 
United States Departtnent o f  Homeland Security 
Washington, D.C. 20528 

Dew Secretary Rice and Secretary Chertoff, 

We are writing to strongly urge you to re-examine the Visa Waiver Pmwn m) as it applies to the 
Hellenic Republic. Greece has been given a series of standards to meet in ~ompliance with the VWP, and all of 
those standards have been met. Yet, Greece continues to be excluded &om the VWP. 

Greece and the United States have many things in cornman. Both countries espouse the fund-moatal, 
democratic principles hat ancient Greece fwst provided as a framework for o m  o m  Founding Fitthcrs. As 
Secretaty Rice has said, Greece and the United States "share deep values of democracy and freedom." 

More than just a partner in basic cultural and political practices, Greece has been an ally uf t h ~  United 
States in the War on Terror. Gwece is a NATO ally with troops in Afghaniem md has provided broad-based 
assistance in the effbrt to eradicate domestic terror networks. Greece is also one of only three countries in tho 
world that has b w r ~  allies with the Unit& States in every major international conflict of the 2oth century. Thee is 
no question about Greece's loyalty to and partnership with the United States. 

Mast impottandy, in terms of the VWP, Greece has met the demands set before it. Greece exhibits the 
less than 3% refusal rate of U.S. non-immigrant visitor visa applications required by the Immigration and 
Nationality Act. Greece has also incorporated the mast advanced documentation technologies in the ef%ort to 
diflerentiate bonesl; citizens from terrorists eager to compromise the &ty of American citizens; the Greek 
passports issued prior to Januzvy 1 of 2006 - which were of questionable security in the past - aru no longer valid. 
Tl~i-ufore, Greek nationals will now travel with dew, machinereadable passports that possess the necessary 
biornetrics to meet the security standards required by the Immigration and Nationality Act. Despite thestr 
extraordinary' security improvement efforts, Greece remains the only nation of the original fifken members of the: 
EU not to benefit from rhe stremllined access provided by the VWP. 

We believe hat the continued exclus;lon of Greece fron~ the VWP is inappropriate, and we rcspectf~~lly 
request that you extend the program to include Greek nationals as soon as possible. In fact, this administration hits 
clai.med that it wants to move quickly on this issue. Tn December, Under Secretary of State for Political Afi1irs 
Nicholas Burns told Greek wfficials that tbe U.S. government wants to 6Fprooeed as quickly as possibld to worls out 
arrangement5 to provide Visa Waiver Status." 

We believe that the time is now to extend the VWP to Greece, and we urge you to make hood on this 
administration's conmitmmts. Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. 9&w* @& 

Gus Bilirakis 
Member of Congdss Member of Congress 
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